; Ceavd G)
bl K an it =

By little less that a miracle V erle
Bronhardm saved, He escaped by

a window, all all the children, except the
haby were in the Cining room and they

youg! tmy mmld make more heat
They put cobs in the stove and prob-
abtyhy mistaka ‘used gasoline, of
whmh where m about 13 galltms in

e Tbm was no kerusene, a8

s Iix an had used it" up filling
Their three b’m tie gmaﬁh’m’“' ‘the lamps before sheleft. Mr. Saith
;thezr ‘parents ‘being Mr. gnd Mrs. | ,;mtﬂm 15! Amman, the baby nd
,Payna Hzckman. who with their fam: fo"y o |
ily lived with her father, 1. N. Smith |
Hickman_children dead are Gaylard
Vaungbn Hickman, aged four years,|
Elsie Fern Hickman aged three vears!
and Ieon Wayne Hickman aged!
e&h‘teen months, A

The most lamen‘table occurrence we
over known in this nezghborhood
g‘,,;‘a‘,%flﬁ mmnms past ? Fri

taken{w the
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licking all parts of the building. MGy
Reaching the fire they found Mr. [¢
Smith and his grandson Verle Brou- [
hard shouting in desperation, Mr. |
Smith frantic ‘ip his - helplesspess, |
f‘;',bodxly suﬁ’enng and mentah-angmsh .

%xch led into the sitting room, wWas | kitchen w

~ and fixed so that it was not - intended mm S
to be opened. The snow had covered | and  Geor
ﬂ{;:,eve‘rythm?g, and’ thay could ﬁnd
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which mﬂm fnxtheat room
~closed on account of winter storms| to the *““ﬁ’,ﬂ?@}‘d R“‘ 0“‘ Gf thﬁg

ng funnwed by Ha,nry Gmnger and Mr




Every care and attention was given
the sufferers. - The baby died the next

_cover, - ﬂm. Hickman's hand was
‘badly cut.  She is convalescing.
“Verla Brouhard suﬁ‘ereﬂ but httlef

;mry

~ The story of the sad catastrophe is
‘as follows: I.N. Smith’s farm home
~on the northwest corner of Collins
township, was occupied by himself,

his sorh Curtis La Vern Smith, his

 grandson Verle Brouhard, his daugh-
& r,-Mrs, Payne Hickman and hus-
“band with their children. Friday even-

mgh[r and Mrs. Hickman, leaving
. their chxldren at home with Mr. Smith oy

his son and his grandson Verle Brou-

: . hard, &
orning.  Mr. Smith’s hands and face rd, 2ft for Colo in a sled with their

were.badly burned, but he has greatly’| ,
;  ger. When they had reached the cor-
impwved and it is belived he will re- i;%r, a half mile east of the S ith b cme,‘
looking bsck, were horrified to see
‘the Smith hom@ on fire. They retnrn-
_ed to it in grest haste, In the mean
time Mr, and Mrs. Sherm Ulim and
_Mr. and Mrs. Gaome Conghenour,
| who

{«‘&) mis ~when the axplosion took
:p!ace Thsy hada minute before seen
‘the home as usnal, but as thay look-

.f‘ieﬁim)k they sawa mass of flame |

neaghbors, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gran-

also on their way to Colo,;
: the Qm;th ‘house . not over

shoat up into the air aboat ﬁfty feet
escend straight back into the
~ The next mwtant ﬂames were |






